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a I' my laft, Tenquir’d a little into the 
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prefent nits befpre the Parliament, 

viz. Of Ropping the Prefg—— Asto 
ting, an End to che Strife.of the Street, 
ahd the Railiog at ove Snother from the. 


Pre(s, no Man will ever find me offeriag to 


_ fay one Word againft it; 1 have wonder’d 


fome Years, that no Steps have been taken 
to do it before. 

But that to preyent a Flux of Scandal 
and Quirreing of Parties, a Univerfal 
Stop fhould be put to af manner of fmall 
Brefs-Work, by laying a Duty on all forts of 
little Books, which by the Narure of the 
Thing, is an effeGva)l Prohibision 5 this 


is what, ifrightly Reprefented to she Par- 
diament, 1 cannot think byt they will cosg- 
der. very ferioufly of, before they pals ites 
Aad this makes me take the Liberty to 
fpeak to it in this manners if it had bees 
to fupprefs Reviews, @b/érvators, Examineyi, 
edie, Scolding Pamphlets, and thelike 5 
bay, if all Papers had been forbid to (peak 
of, of relate the Publick Affairs, I @ould 
have beep the firft to join. in with the 
Thought, add prove, that { write nde to 
prefe ve os promote Strife, but Peate a- 

mong $s f 
Bas the Suppreffing Pamphiers is a Thiog 
which extends KRU fo far, andaffcls f9 
many 


many other Things Ufeful and Advanta- 
geous, both to publick and privace Perfons, 


to Learning, to Religion, to Education, to 


Trade, to Juftice, and in fhort, to the 
whole Nation, that I cannot but humbly 
Reprefent it to our Superiors, to think, 
at leaft, of making juft Exceptions in pro- 
t Cates, as to their own Wifdom and 
Walatiese fhall feem meet — As to News- 
Papers and Party-Traéts, Pepers of Faétion 
and pablick S:rife, I give them up at once, 
as sto¢ Concera’d in the Cafe —— But in 
behalf of Trade, fome Concesa may be al- 
low’d to affeé us. = 
As I faid in myla, Trade, daring this 


_tedicus War, has no need of more Difcou- 
- fagements, and to take from the pooreft 


‘People, the meaneft Shift they can boneft- 
Jy make ro live, efpecially at fuch a Time 
as this, is by all means to be avoided: Te 
burthen Trade may be neceflary, but to 
Supprefs itcaanot be fo; I humbly refer it 


_ to common Judgment whether I err, if I 


fay, tbat the Tax upon Paper and Priat, ¢s 
now ia View, will entirely fupprefs many 
little Articles of Trade, very Ufeful and 
Profitable to the Nation, unle/s the Houfe 
pleafes to bear of fome juft Excepsions ; What 
tho’ they are mean and trifliog Branches, 
yet they are a partof Trade, they have a 
Proportion in, the Employmenty and Sub- 
fiftence of our Poor 3 and-if 3000 peor Fa- 
milies are thereby divefted of their Em- 
ployment by it, as (peaking with Submifi- 
on, I.believe will be the leaft, thofe 3000 
Families muft pufh intoTome otser Employ, 
for farve they cannot, and thereby leffed 
the Labour which Employ’d 3000 other Fa- 
miliés before, and thofe again muft took 
farther, and fo on, till the Injury lofes itfelf 
Ia the Multitude, but affeéts the whole 5 
#s when you tofsa flat Tile into a Pond ot 
Water, you, thall fee the Motion which be- 
gins in the Centre, extend it&lf every 
Way, and the litcle Usdulations pufh on, 
and into one another, til] they extend to 
the Extremes of the whole Surface. 

It & not to the purpofe, to fay the Thing 
is {mal} Small as it is, great Numbers 


of the poor are fed by it, who, .if you dif 
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efs of their Way of getting their Bread, 
you muft crafatals cher ae other Way: 
When I fay You, I mean You theGeneralBody = 


» ae 


of Traders in the Nation; For Example, 
the Paper Manuiaure in Britain isa {mad, 
but Improving Thiog, and Employs many 
Families: We reckon above 200 Papere 


Mills in England, moft of the Paper they — 
make, is us’d in Printing (mall Tra&s, 


Pamphlets, &c. They are not arriv’d toaa 
Improvement, able to fupply for greater 
Pieces————-A Tax upon their Goods had 
been nothing, nay, tho’ it had been 50 per 
Cent. i¢ muft have been born with, the Con- 


fumer muft have paid it; but fupprefiog — 


the Pamphlets which Confume it —— Is 
ficft laying a Tax upon the Manufa@ure,and 
then taking away the Market that fhould 
vend it, this is bringing ferth a Child and 
then killing the Mother, or taking away 
the Breaft that fhould give itfuck; Tax 
the Goods might hurt and Difcourage the 
Trade, but to ftop the Confumption, is to 
deftroyit; the one may wound, but the 
other kills out right —— And I believe I 
am withio Compals, if I fuggeft, that at 
leaft 50 of thofe Paper-Mills, Ere@ed and 
cafryed on at great Expence, muft be laid 
by, and the Poor Employ’d at them, muft 

feck other Ways to get their Bread. 
Come wenextto the Printing-Houfes, 
We have now about 25 Pr fles Employ’d 
in the feveral Parts of Britain, befides Lon- 
don and Edinburgh, which are all wholly 
Employ’d in Printiog {mell Traéts, litle 
odd Pieces, and get their Livings very well 
by it, and are very U(cful ta the Countries 
in feveral Refpe@s, as to Tr-de, as at Ex- 
eter, Briflol, Norwich, Canterbury, Chefter, 
Nottingham, Stamford, York, Newcaftle, 
Glafgow, Aberdeen, and many otuvers, not 
reckoning our Univertities, pe“ hips not one 
of thofe ever wrought a Bound B vk, but 
Prayer Bouks, P{:Im-Books, Catechifms, 
Sermons, Stors-Books, Svog-Bucks, and a 
Thoofand fuch Trifl s; not one of thefe 
can bear the Tax now propos’d, nor can 
one of thefe Printing Houies ftand, befides. 
feveralin London ——. Immediately afl the 
pcor People are Divefted of the Means 
they 
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bad to lives I have little to fay of 
he poor Wretches that cry, thefe Thives, 
_ and carry them all over England, I am no 
ss Beat Friend to she Mawufa@ure of Ballad- 
_ ‘Moging —~ But let thefe be what they will, 
_ they cannot Starve, and their Number is 
Unaccountably great. 
_, Phe Sum of all, is this, that, as above, 
if 3L09 Families of Poor are immediately 
© put oug of their Employment by chis Pro- 
jeS&ed Tax, I doubt not but she Parliament 
‘will think of fame Method to prevent it. 
This, U affirm may be done without diff- 
—s Gulty, without deftroying the Tax, or 
leflening the Sum to be rais’d by it; nay, 
it may be done, and the Sam to be rais’d 
thall be the greater, for as itis, I cannot 
- fee it is Calculated to raife Money, fo much 
a Supprefs the Thing. 
_-To Tax any Trade fo, as that it cannot 
Subfift under the Payment, is not a means 
to raife the Money, but to deftroy the 
Trade: Two Ways this Tax may be made 
effe@ual, the Check intended to be put to 
the Infolence and Lieentioufnels of the Prefs 
be made to Anfwer, and yet the Tradenot 
be deftroy’d, the Paper Maxufafure not 
joft, or the Poor turn’d out of their Em- 
ployment. 


oo 


Fisft, By Moderating and Proportioning 
the Sum charg’d on each Article fo, as 
that ic may be paid, and the Tiiog 
paying, be left to Subfift. 

Secondly, By Limitations and Exceptions, 
fuch as fhail be thought needful; to 
Supprefs fuch as ought to be Sup- 
prefs’d, and Preferve fuch as ought 
to be Preferv’d. 


There is no doubt, but under a Moderzte 
Tax the Trade may fubfift, ar Immoderare 
Tax ftifles and deftroys it: High Duties, 
more than the Goods will bear, werg al- 
Waysefteem’d the beft Method of Prohibi- 
tion: If a Moderate Tax be laid, the Mo- 
Ney will be paid ; if the Manota@ure Tax’d, 
finks under the Weighty it raifes nothing 5 
in the Grave of 4 MenufsZure, no Payment 
cao be expected; and therefore when I 
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fore) that the Worklog part cannotgub-_ 
ift, I need go oo farther, to prove that ic 
willraife no Money. - es 

As to Exceptions and Limitations, they 
are maniteftly juft, and very eafie 31 thal 
never fuppofe, chat an. Englifh Parliament 
will deprive the Poor of the few Helps che 
have, for God knows, they are few enough, 
to InftraGion, to Chriftian Knowledge, to 
Education of their Children, or of the Ade 
vantage of Reading, becaufe they have not 
Money to buy large Books; this would be 
to damn the Age to Ignorance for want of 
Money: /t s# true, there isagreat deal of 
Ribaldry, Fi@ion, Iies, Fables, andfool 
ith ftuff, fold about the Nation 5 but there 
are abundance of Ufefol, nay, Neceffary 
Books, proper for the Ufe of the Poor, te 
Propagate Chriftian Kaowledge, and teach” 
the Children of the Meaner People, propes 
for the Ufe of Families, and intended by. 
the Authors for the Ufe of the Poor, and 
thefe as well by Churchof England Divines 
as others: Thefe are accommodated not 
only to the Capacities, but to che Purfes of 
the Poor, made fhore and cheap, that Re- 
ligion might be no Oppreffion, and are of- 
ten given by well-difpos’d Chriftians, as’ 
Gifts of Charity to the Poor; fuch as Pray- 
er-Books, and Books of Devotion 5 fuch as 
Gauden on the Sacrament, Rawiet’s Chriftian 
Monitor, Countefs of Morton's Devosions, 
The Winchefler Manual, The Week's Pre. 
paration, Lake on the Sacrament, A Pofie 
of Prayers, anda vaft Number of the like, 
all which muft now pay 2d.a Sheet Tax, 
and bs rais’d to the Poor from 2d. 44. and 
6d. to Six-pence, a Shilling, Eighteen- 
pence, two Shillings, and fo on, above the. 
Price and Pockets of the Poor, who for want 
of Money, muft now be without thele 
Thiogs, which in all Ages have been ale 
low’d to be very Ufeful, and they who 
know, of have feen any Thing of the Dark- 
nefs, and Ignorance of the poor People ia 
the Countries, in this Eolightoed Nation, 
will acknowledge they have ligtle need to 
make the fmall Helps they have ro gain 
Chriftian Knowledge, harder to come 


by. In 
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1n behalf therefore of the Poor, ¥ cannot 
but earneftly récommend to the Parliz- 
ment, (uch.Exceptions~ for the Propagati- 
on of Chriftian Knowledge, the Fear of 
God, and the [nftrvétion of the Children 


ofthe Poor, as they hall,’ in due Confide- 


ration of fuch ‘a ey ‘think fit. 
God forbid I fhould feem in this, to favour 
Parties or Sides 5 the Excellent Books left 


among us, by fzveral Church of England 


Divines, are chief in my Plea ; he that la- 
bours to Inftru@ the Poor is of God's Par- 
ty, let him be who he will ; Drexelins was 
a Fefuite, yet his Confiderations on Eter- 
nity is an Excellent Piece, and has been as 
Ufeful to, and-Valu’d by Proteftants, as any 
Book on that SubjeQ in the World: Jt is 


~ the Work, not the Authar, I am diftin- 


guifhing ; Family Inftru@ion is a Work fo 
generally Negle&ted by aft forts, and the 
Gonfequences of it appear fo plain in the 
Profligate Youth of this Nation, even of a2 
Opinions and Parties, the like of. which no 
Age could ever be Charg’d wich; that it 
would be a lamentable A@ of Parliament, 
and what I hope we fhall never {ce pafs'd, 
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that wou nteour age it 

"Phere are pe Exceptions 
which might Claiin the Confiderati 
the Parliament in the paffing this Tax, 7 
Small Tra@s relating to Science, Littera- 
ture, aod Improvement, which being con- 


fin’d to large Books, Learning muft needs 


receive great Difeouragement by it———— 
depending ia Parliament, which are not” 
fold ‘but given away, and the Jike, all 
which Limitations may very well edn iit 

with a compleat Supprefing of Fa@tion, 

Strife, Atheifm, Here fre, Leud and Vitiou® 
Books, and the like, to fupprefs all which, 

would be the Honour of the Parlisment, 

and the Advantage of the Nation. 


In behalf of Religion, of Learning, ¢ 
of the Bread of the Poor, 1 have writter® 
this Papers if it may Influence our Supe-. 
riors to confider thefe. Three Articles, I 
fhall rejoyce, if not, I have done my 
Duty, and leg the Iffue be wha it will, 
“Te Deum Laudamm. 
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A Seafonable Advertifement, giving. ax: 
Accouns of fame Dangerous Opinidus 5 
with aDireHion to forse fart Trearifes, wberes 
in ibofe Opinions are Explais’d and Confuted. 
Brinsed for F. Baker, at the Black-By in Pa- 
wereNoftersKow. Price 1 de 


fy) VACK ERI Vnmask’d in 3 Parts,con- 
Oainiss, 1. Reflections on the 7thEdi- 
ion ot Mr. Marsin’s Treatife of the 

Wenceal Difeafe. 2 An Examination of 
the Charitable Surgeow, The Generoys Sure 
eon, The Tom) of Venus, and a pretended 
new Method of curing this Difeafe. 3.A 
brief Enquiry into the Ancient and prefent. 
State of the Praétices of Phyfick and Sur- 
gery; a full Account of Quacks 4 then (in 


@ concife Method) is fhewn the Canfo, Na 


ture, Signs, aad Dangerous Effe2s of this 
Pifeae, various ways of Recesving, ‘Symp- 
tomes firft Difcevering, and only Method 
of prevencing its Infection 3 together with 
the belt, moft cheap, fafe, fpeedy, eafie and 
private Methods of Cure. Asalfothe Canfe 
and Cure of Old G}..'ts in Men, andWeake 
nefes in Women. The Second Editéon 
Eolarg’d. Sold by D. Brown without Tem- 
ple-Bar, G. Straban, at the Golden-BaP-in 
Cornbill, and B. Barker,in Weftminfter-gab. 
and hy theAuthor, Dr Spiuke, at his 
Houle at the Galden-Ball, 3 Doors dire@lg 
paft the Sux-Tavern, in Milk-ftreet Market, 
Cheapfide. Price 2s. 
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